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Victory Everlasting Gospel 

Free Seventh-day Adventist Church

February 15, 2014

The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Little Company Standing in the Light” Part 2

Shall we pray …


Last week we covered a lot of ground and to do a review would be too time consuming and too lengthy. I therefore encourage you to go to the church website, sermon archives, and get a copy of the part 1 lesson.
Remember when we read in Matthew 25 verse 1 that the parable was concerning the kingdom of God. “Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom.” That kingdom of heaven or kingdom of God represents His church. Matthew 25 is telling you what is going to happen in God’s kingdom or more specifically God’s church, which is to prepare God’s people for heaven.

It is very important to understand that this is not talking about Babylon. This is talking about God’s end-time, wheat and tare church, the church composed of five wise virgins and five foolish virgins. Now what God is telling us is that the midnight cry was necessary in the first fall of Babylon and it will be necessary in the second fall of Babylon. Also that it is necessary to prepare God’s people to proclaim the third angel’s message when it swells to a loud cry to the world.

Notice what inspiration brings to view in regards to the different groups, and it is important for us to see that Matthew 25 is talking about a group of people who are sleeping. Verse 5 “While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept;” so even the five wise virgins were also sleeping. Now understand this next question, because it has critical importance to your understanding. If the five wise virgins are also sleeping, and the ten virgins represent all of the denomination of Seventh-day Adventists, then who has He elected to wake them up? In other words, if all of the structure church is in a state of sleep, who is it that the Lord uses to give the midnight cry in the last days? There has to be some human instruments that God is going to use to wake up the sleeping virgins or to put it another way, to wake up the sleeping church. Both the wise and the foolish are sleeping and both wake up when the cry is made.
God’s prophet, Ellen White tells us who it is that gave the cry in her day and she describes them as Christ’s bride at that time. She tells us that when they woke up they heard the voice of the bride and the bridegroom. Who is the bridegroom? It is Jesus Christ of course; but she said that when they woke up they also heard the voice of the bride. So who is this bride that is with Christ, that is giving the midnight cry to wake up the sleeping church? 

All the people in the organized church are asleep. But God has a people who are not asleep. Listen to Ellen White’s explanation. I am reading from Manuscript Releases 16 page 269, paragraph 3. Listen carefully because you are about to hear something you have never heard before: “Many who heard the first and second angels' messages thought they would live to see Christ coming in the clouds of heaven.” (This is speaking about the people in her time.) Continuing: “Had all who claimed to believe the truth acted their part as wise virgins, the message would ere this have been proclaimed to every nation, kindred, tongue, and people. But five were wise and five were foolish. The truth should have been proclaimed by the ten virgins, (speaking of the whole church) but only five had made the provision essential to join that company who walked in the light that had come to them. The third angel's message was needed. This proclamation was to be made. Many who went forth to meet the Bridegroom under the messages of the first and second angels, refused the third angel's message, the last testing message to be given to the world.” 
Now brothers and sisters that is what happened in the “TYPE.” That is what happened in Ellen White’s time. There was a little company of brethren which included Ellen White and several of the pioneers that did not go to sleep. They had not gone to a sleep state and they were not discouraged because God had given them a loud cry message. They were the ones who gave the midnight cry to awake their brothers and sisters who were in a state of discouragement and a weakened faith because Jesus had not come. 

History is to repeat itself with the anti-type. The Lord again will have a little company who are not sleeping, rather they are standing in the light, walking in the truth and will have the message that God will give to them at that time. They are the people who will be the bride and will wake up the church and give the message.
This is an amazing revelation. The whole Christian world and in particular, the whole organized Seventh-day Adventist Church is in a state of spiritual sleep in the last days, however in anti-type, there are Seventh-day Adventists that are not sleeping and therefore they are not in the organized structure church; but Ellen White describes them as “that company who walked in the light,” they are the bride with Jesus that wakes up the sleeping church. The little company will give the message “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” 

They will wake up the sleeping church that had reached a critical state of apostasy. All will wake up and the five wise virgins, representing those SDA’s in the conference churches who had been making the preparation essential, will join the little company. The five foolish virgins are the nominal SDA’s that will not be prepared, for they were not making the preparation necessary. Their focus was more on the world.
As far as the five foolish, she wrote, “Some who have a nominal faith are not prepared for His coming. The oil of grace is not feeding their lamps, and they are not prepared to enter in to the marriage supper of the Lamb. The representation is such as to call forth our earnest study, that we may know what preparation we who are living in the last days are to make, that we may enter in and partake of the marriage supper of the Lamb.” {16MR 269.1}
This is the anti-type where history will have repeated itself. How can we be sure that this is so? 
Listen to what inspiration tells us in COL 406.2: “As Christ sat looking upon the party that waited for the bridegroom, He told His disciples the story of the ten virgins, by their experience illustrating the experience of the church that shall live just before His second coming.”
So Ellen White is telling us that the Matthew 25 parable is going to be the experience of God’s church just before His second coming. Jesus was giving His disciples an illustration of His church in a period preceding His return to earth.
Let me ask you, were the brethren who lived in the 1800’s in a period just before His second coming or are we in that period just before His second coming. Obviously it is the church here in the final generation that is the church just before His second coming and we are the ones that will experience the second midnight cry. The challenging question is where will we fit in this prophecy?

Will we be among the five wise virgins who were making preparation but fell asleep? Will we be among the five foolish virgins who were having a nominal Christian experience and were caught up in many of the worldly activities? Or will we be a part of the “little company that was walking in the light” and that had come to them and were led by the Spirit of God to proclaim the midnight cry? Which group will you be in? It is obvious that both groups, the five wise virgins and the little company standing in the light are of the Lord. We know that because when you read Matthew 25, when the five wise virgins awakened they joined the little company and went with the bridegroom. 
Verse 10 says, “And while they went to buy, (foolish virgins) the bridegroom came; and they that were ready (wise virgins and the little company) went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut.” The door was shut means that probation was closed. The five wise virgins made it into the marriage feast before the door was shut and we can conclude that the five wise virgins will be saved.
Now do you see that the five wise virgins are not part of the little company, because God has to use the little company to wake them up? So this is saying that there will be Seventh-day Adventists that will be asleep spiritually and there will be Seventh-day Adventists that will be spiritually awake. 

In order for the little company to be with the bridegroom, they have to be like the bridegroom. You and I have to be transformed. We cannot be controlled by the old nature for we have to have the Spirit of God in full control of us. God has to have a people who are transformed and ready to give the midnight cry to wake up the church. That people will be united and they will be in harmony and living up to the light. Unfortunately there will be those in the little company who are not preparing, they are not living up to the light and they still have a worldly focus, therefore they will end up like the foolish virgins and be shut out.
God is going to mightily test you and me because when we are going to give the Revelation 14 and 18 messages to call people out of Babylon, we are going to have to be like Christ. Gone will be the old nature. Gone will be the love of the world and its vain activities. Revelation 18:1 describes the angel which will be the messengers who are lightened with the glory of the Lord and thereby the earth becomes enlightened. “And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory”
You and I cannot be lightened by the Lord unless our hearts are changed. The disciples had to have an upper room experience uniting in one accord before they could receive the power of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. They had to put away everything that was unlike Christ. That’s why we need to encourage each other to be more like our Master so that we can be chosen by Him to proclaim the midnight cry because it is a message that is going to shake up the church. It is a message that will cause a shaking like never before.

Right now, when you go to the ten sleeping virgins in the church and try to tell them about the apostasy in the church, very few want to hear what you have to say. 
That is because you do not yet have enough of the Spirit of God to penetrate their stony hearts. But as we are becoming more like Christ and making the necessary preparation, God is able to impart more of the Holy Spirit until we have reached that point when the time has come when God will tell us that we need to go and wake up the brethren. God knows the brethren in the conference churches world-wide are being fooled into believing that if they are not part of the organized structure church they will be lost. 
The SOP quote often used is: “The church may appear as about to fall, but it does not fall. It remains, while the sinners in Zion will be sifted out--the chaff separated from the precious wheat. This is a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless it must take place.” {12MR 324.3} 
Here is the part of that quote that is not stated:
“None but those who have been overcoming by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony will be found with the loyal and true, without spot or stain of sin, without guile in their mouths. We must be divested of our self-righteousness and arrayed in the righteousness of Christ.” {12MR 324.3}
When you read the context, this quote applies to a time following the National Sunday law being implemented. God’s church of the last days will be Seventh-day Adventists who hold up our historic foundational doctrines and the high standards. Whether historic SDA’s are members in conference churches, independent, self-supporting churches and or independent, self-supporting ministries is irrelevant.
Those who will be saved are not going to be saved just because they are in the conference. The world-wide conference church is represented by the ten sleeping virgins. The little company standing in the light is not in the conference which we will see shortly. They are in an entirely different place then the ten virgins. Why did they have to be separated? It isn’t because He didn’t want His people to be together, it was because they had to separate from the contaminating influences of conference apostasy, so as to be fed with the spiritual food that would prepare them for the higher standard required meeting the very important task ahead. They had to be in an environment where they could be exposed to the truth unmixed with error and compromise; every day, every Sabbath, every month and every year until the time comes for the proclamation of the message. If they are not in that environment that would prepare them to give the midnight cry, then the midnight cry would not come. If they were in an environment that says do not quote from the Spirit of Prophecy and do not teach health reform, an environment that no longer teaches the sanctuary message and no longer refers to the beast and his image, and don’t do this and don’t do that, an environment where all sorts of compromise has become standard practice, then they will not be able to come up to the high standard that God’s people will have to reach in order for God to use them. Those in the conference churches that have maintained their historical position have been put to silence.
We have to understand where we are and what our calling is. We are never to call the church Babylon and we are not called to tell people they must leave the conference, because God may want them to stay there. They may be part of the five wise virgins who are asleep. They may not necessarily be called to be a part of the little company standing in the light. If they are to separate, it will be the Holy Spirit moving on hearts to separate from the conference as He did our church here at Victory, when we in a united vote, chose to separate and become Free SDA’s.
We read the quote that said that little company walked in the light that had come to them. We need to be where the Lord is going to send that light. Some are not called to be in that company; are you? If God has given you the opportunity to be in the little company, you need to understand that God has called you for a purpose other than that of the five wise virgins. The five wise virgins will be saved, but only as a result of having been awakened by the little company that had to leave the environment that was becoming more and more like the apostasy in the churches of Babylon. 
The Revelation 18:4 call is not the call just yet. We are not to call the Seventh-day Adventist Church Babylon because all nations have not yet drunk of the wine of her fornication. The call in verse 4 will be when all nations have. There are some who are presumptuously rushing ahead of the Lord and are giving the call when that time is yet future; and will follow the midnight cry. When the time has come for the Revelation 18:4 call, Gods chosen faithful will be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit world-wide. Ellen White said that time will be described as the LOUD CRY. We are not giving that yet. 
We can’t even squeak, much less cry.
You and I have to know what God is preparing us to do. What has God been preparing you for all your life? Do you know your calling? Suppose you have been called to be a part of the little company and not a sleeping virgin? Are you cooperating with the Lord? Are you preparing for your high and holy calling? Will you allow people to dissuade you and discourage you from being a part of a self-supporting church, just because they believe that you can only be saved by being a member of the conference? 
When you read the KJV it is clear there will be five wise virgins, but they will not be a part of the little company standing in the light. Let me read to you the kind of unity that God is trying to develop in those people who are described as the little company. The best place to find the answer is by going back to the first midnight cry and studying what the little company did in preparation for the midnight cry in the 1840’s. 
What was good for the 1840’s was good for the midnight cry that is soon coming. Let us now look at what kind of people God used in the first manifestation of that message. I am quoting Early Writings page 249.2: “Those who were obedient to the message stood out free and united.” Did you hear that quote? FREE and united. Going on, “A holy light shone upon them. They renounced the world, sacrificed their earthly interests, gave up their earthly treasures, and directed their anxious gaze to heaven, expecting to see their loved Deliverer. A holy light beamed upon their countenances, telling of the peace and joy which reigned within.”
Brothers and sisters, our pioneers had a great deal of opposition, but notice what we just read, “A holy light beamed upon their countenances, telling of the peace and joy which reigned within.” The brethren they once fellowshipped with became their sharpest critics for having taught the first and second angel’s messages. They, like their former brethren, had gone through the bitter disappointment, but they did not let their opposition under Satan’s control, dismember their connection with the Lord. They would not allow their Christian experience to be short-circuited; rather SOP says that a holy light was beaming upon their faces. You cannot experience that peace and joy unless Christ is reigning within and is in control of your life.
That little company standing in the light is the reason God raised up the International Association of Free Seventh-day Adventists. Unencumbered and free to be making preparation for the work God is preparing them for. He did not raise up Free Seventh-day Adventism to cause or bring conflict with the conference. That is not our job. Our job as free and united Seventh-day Adventists is to be making preparation as a people for the midnight cry message soon to happen in waking up a sleeping church. 
Just like almost 2,000 years ago, Jesus had to separate His disciples from the organized church and the scribes and the Pharisees, so that He could nurture them, feed them and set the example of what they needed to become like, and to prepare them for the outpouring of the Spirit so that when Jesus left, they would be ready to make the loud cry of their day. 
Malachi 3:6 says, “For I am the LORD, I change not;” As He did in the beginning of the church and as He did in the 1840’s, so He is taking a people aside from the scribes and the Pharisees of our day; so that we can grow in a knowledge of the truth, both theologically and practically. And in so doing we will be united and encouraging one another to manifest the fruit of the Spirit and to fall in love with the truth; so that eventually when the Lord is ready to wake up His other sleeping children in the many churches, He will have a people He can use.
God’s prophet has warned His people of the necessity of preparation which will require behavioral changes, much prayer, studying S.O.P. and Bible study, which will give them the early rain experience. This will be the characteristic of both the “Little company standing in the light” and the “five wise virgins.” However the five foolish virgins represent those in the church that are not making necessary preparation and are therefore having a nominal experience; ignoring the necessary effort required to have an early rain experience. No one will receive the latter rain without the former.

Here is what God’s prophet was shown: “I was shown that if God's people make no efforts on their part, but wait for the refreshing to come upon them and remove their wrongs and correct their errors; if they depend upon that to cleanse them from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, and fit them to engage in the loud cry of the third angel, they will be found wanting. The refreshing or power of God comes only on those who have prepared themselves for it by doing the work which God bids them, namely, cleansing themselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 






       {CCh 100.5} 

“If we do not progress, if we do not place ourselves in an attitude to receive both the former and the latter rain, we shall lose our souls, and the responsibility will lie at our own door.” 

{RH, March 2, 1897 par. 5} 
So, God is going to give the “Little company standing in the light” a message and part of that message is to wake up the church. “Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” At that time we will be so filled with the Spirit of God that those brethren will not be able to resist the message. They had been so deep in sleep before that they would not hear cutting truth for the last days. The five wise virgins are representing those who have been making needful preparation in the conference churches, but they were not called to be among those who would proclaim the midnight cry.
But now they are awake to the leading of God’s Spirit and they want to join the little company standing in the light, while the foolish virgins, now also awake, see their brethren with their faces lighted up and they want what they have. They want that oil but the wise virgins must tell them they do not have time as the little company standing in the light are on the move and they need to catch up with them. They tell the foolish virgins that they need to go find it. With the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the five wise virgins join the little company to give the loud cry of the three angel’s as well as the fourth angel’s messages to the world. 

God’s prophet said this, “I saw that many were neglecting the preparation so needful and were looking to the time of "refreshing" and the "latter rain" to fit them to stand in the day of the Lord and to live in His sight. Oh, how many I saw in the time of trouble without a shelter! They had neglected the needful preparation; therefore they could not receive the refreshing that all must have to fit them to live in the sight of a holy God. EW72 


God has raised up the Free  Seventh-day Adventists for such a time as this. What does it mean to be a Free Seventh-day Adventist? It means being Free from the control of men;

Free to use the name Seventh-day Adventist without fear of a lawsuit;

Free from the apostasy and the associated entanglements;

Free from the teachings of Spiritual Formation which is founded in mysticism;

Free to preach our historic, Bible based doctrines;

Free to proclaim the messages of the Spirit of Prophecy;

Free to be used by God to give the second midnight cry.

God raised up the Free SDA movement because He needs a people that are both free and united to do the work in the second midnight cry that was done in the first. We need to be striving in our efforts of preparation to be used by God to give the midnight cry. We need to be in tune with God to know when it is time to move forward under His direction to do what needs to be done. And we will know because the Holy Spirit will be poured out on those who will give the midnight cry to wake up the church, as well as on the aroused wise virgins who are then in lockstep with the little company to give the loud cry to the world.

It is our time to make preparation not only to be among those who are called, but also among those who are chosen. It is because of the contaminating influences of the apostate conferences, that God had to take the little company apart from that environment. 

May God help us to know our calling so that we will make our calling and election sure.

Let us Pray… 
